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Chalkley Elementary School Principal Hayes noticed some issues of concern arising. Fighting
during recess and graffiti in the washrooms, probably involving only a few angry or confused
students, were indications of a situation that needed to be remedied. Ms. Hayes reached out
to Lt. Steve Fortier of the Community Engagement Unit, who usually directs traffic at Chalkley,
asking him to speak briefly with her students. Working with Cpl. Watts, the Community
Engagement officer for the area, and Child Safety Officer Kilian, Lt. Fortier established a date
when several officers could spend about ten minutes speaking with each class about some
relevant topics.
On visitation day, one administrator and two or three officers appeared at each classroom. As
soon as the teams entered, they observed smiles on many faces and some looks of concern
on others. The discussions dealt
with using kind words and showing
respect to fellow students, teachers,
administrators, and the school
itself. Also addressed was conflict
resolution and knowing when to
walk away before emotions lead
to fighting, and guidance about
backpacks and what should and
should not be in them at school.
Although some presentations
took some extra time, the minutes
seemed to fly. By the end of each
visit, the team members saw smiles
throughout each classroom.
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The Bare
Necessities

Got you
covered.
Diaper Drive
in March

Providing necessities like diaPers and
wiPes can be a challenge for some area families –
especially during a pandemic.
Chesterfield-Colonial Heights Families First
and Infant & Toddler Connection of Chesterfield are
working with several local businesses, neighborhood
associations, churches, and fraternity and sorority
groups to collect children’s diapers for the organizations’ overall 8th annual Diaper Drive. There is a
specific need for diapers in sizes 3 through 6, pullups
and baby wipes this year.
Contact Ashley Rogers, Families First Program
Coordinator, at rogersa@chesterfield.gov; or Leslie
Pakula, Infant Program Manager, at pakulal@chesterfield.gov for more information.

Families First, an organization serving the
Chesterfield and Colonial Heights communities
in supporting families with young children,
hold its annual diaper drive in March. This
collection helps families who are struggling
with basic needs, such as diapers and wipes,
to provide a healthy environment for their
children. Families First also provides guidance
and support to families with young children
who may not otherwise have these resources
available to them. Some Chesterfield apartment
communities assisted with this cause by holding
collections for these items on their properties.
In total, over 7,400 diapers and 104 packs of
wipes were collected from these communities,
adding to the Families First total of over 40,000
diapers. One manager even reached out to her
adjoining neighborhood and daycare to assist
in providing these items. The outpouring of
support in these communities was wonderful,
especially during these uncertain times.
Neighbors reaching out to help neighbors
demonstrates why Chesterfield County is a firstchoice community.
Special thanks to Glenmoor Oaks, The
Enclave, The Winterfield at Midlothian, and
Chester Village Green/Festival Park apartment
communities, along with Magnolia Green,
Kiddie Academy Midlothian (Woodlake
location), and members of our senior
community for their participation. This
drive was an absolute success and will help
many families in the community who may
be struggling to provide the basics for their
children.
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Meet our Unit ~ Part Two
Community Engagement Officers - Swift Creek Precinct
Corporal Tommy Mitchell is currently assigned to the Community Engagement Unit after nine
years as a Community Policing /Community Engagement Officer. Throughout his 22 years of
service and dedication to the people of Chesterfield County, Corporal Mitchell has taken extra
duty assignments as a Field Training Officer, an Evidence Technician, and an Instructor of DUI,
Defensive Tactics, and Driving. Mitchell has also served on the Negotiations Team, Special
Response Team, and Honor Guard.
As a member of the Community Engagement Unit, Corporal Mitchell demonstrates attention
to detail, promptness, and the ability to resolve issues within the community. By partnering
with HOAs, apartment communities, schools, businesses, churches, organizations, and
resources outside of the department, Mitchell has continually sought creative methods to
achieve improved community safety and engagement. He believes that members of the
community should be part of the problem-solving process, so he is always open to citizens’
suggestions. As a result, Mitchell has established a strong bond with residents of the county
so they view the police department as a reliable, dependable source of security.

My name is David Dietrich, and I have been an officer with the Chesterfield County
Police Department for nine years. I have served in the Community Policing/ Community
Engagement Unit for the last 4 years; as part of this unit, I have enjoyed engaging with
the community in everyday, face-to-face interactions — especially with our youth. As a
Chesterfield area resident, I take pride in my relationship-building and problem-solving
abilities that contribute to keeping my community members safe by building trust in our
police department. As a youth, I enjoyed playing baseball through high school. As an adult,
I participate in the game by coaching my children’s softball and little league baseball teams.

My name is Nicholas Carico. After 12 years on the police force, I have been assigned to the
Community Engagement Unit, which was formed with the recent merger of the Community
Policing and Crime Prevention units. Before joining the Chesterfield Police Department, I
served in the U.S. Navy and the Ohio Attorney General’s office. The common value in each
occupation is service to the public, to which I am dedicated.
The most important aspect of my law enforcement career is education. I appreciate the
opportunity to educate the public on such topics as officer use of force, life in the police
academy, the difference between criminal and civil issues, due process, and other issues
pertinent to law enforcement. Public knowledge and understanding of police work and
goals can establish relationships and, hopefully, partnerships between police officers and the
community we serve. Furthermore, working in tandem creates safe, quality communities.
Outside of my career, I have a passion for history. I am an active member of the Chesterfield
Historical Society, and I enjoy participating in living history or historical reenactments, visiting museums, attending
lectures, and reading historical literature.
My family has always been supportive throughout my various occupations; they and my faith are my pillars.
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READING DAY
Explore New Galaxies With Books

May 14, 2022
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
North Courthouse Road Library
325 Courthouse Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23236
CHESTERFIELD
POLICE ACTIVITIES LEAGUE

ALL AGES WELCOME!
Scavenger Hunt
Photo Ops with Star Wars Characters
3D printed Figurines Giveaway
Raffle of Star Wars Memorabilia
Lightsaber Popsicles for Everyone
Costume Contest for Children under 14
Food Trucks

Page 4

Chesterfield County Police Department Crime Prevention Newsletter - Mar/Apr 2022

JOIN US FOR THE FIRST ANNUAL

Spring

Put a

POLICE ACTIVITIES LEAGUE

in Your Step 5K

May 22, 2022
Chesterfield County
Public Safety Training Academy
6610 Public Safety Way
Chesterfield, Virginia
runsignup.com/Race/VA/Chesterfield/ChesterfieldPAL5k

CHESTERFIELD
POLICE ACTIVITIES LEAGUE
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2022
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
KICK-OFF
DJ
Police helicopter
Vendors
Family Fun
Antique cars
Food

1

June 4
p.m. - 5 p.m.

Chesterfield County Fairgrounds
10300 Courthouse Road
Chesterfield, Virginia
www.chesterfield.gov/nationalnightout

Chesterfield County Police Department
Neighborhood Watch Program
Questions? Contact Corporal Craig Eckrich (804) 706-2982
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Medication
Take-Back
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Saturday, April 30, 2022
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Two Locations

Wegmans
12501 Stone Village Way
Midlothian, VA 23113

John Tyler is Becoming Brightpoint
Nicholas Student Center
13101 Jefferson Davis Highway
Chester, VA 23831

Sharps will not
be accepted.

Please help prevent drug abuse and protect the
environment. Turn in your unused or expired medication
for safe disposal at our next Medication Take-Back Event.
Chesterfield County Police Department
Community Services Division
pdcommunityservices@chesterfield.gov
(804) 318-8699

